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S=ta in (}-minor
Antonio Vivaldi, a name widely recognized today for his many compositions,
was praised more readily by his contemporaries as a violinist than as a composer.
Over the course of his career, however, Vivaldi composed over 750 works, often
borrowing from his own material as well as from works of older composers. The
Sonata in G-minor is one of approximately 90 sonatas, which are more
conservative in form and style than his many concertos, reflecting the special role
of the genre in Italy as the repository of traditional technique.
In Irdand {1918)

Sir (Herbert) Hamilton Harty was an Irish composer, conductor and pianist.
From 1920 to 1933 he conducted the Halle Orchestra of Manchester and arguably
made it the best orchestra in England. Harty was knighted in 1925 and received
the gold medal of the Royal Philharmonia Society in 1934. In the score of In
Ireland Fantasy, Harty gives the parenthetical comment, "In a Dublin street at
dusk, two wandering street musicians are playing." The piece begins with an
expansive, nostalgic introduction eventually giving way to two dances, the first
of which seems slightly militaristic but which soon gives way to more traditional
folkloric rhythms and harmonies. The exuberance of the Irish Spirit is evident
throughout, ending in a flamboyant climax.
Conarto for Y:fu.u and Piano {1940)
Aram Khachaturian, an Armenian composer, conductor, and teacher, is
considered by some to be the central figure in twentieth-century Armenian
culture and, along with Prokofiev and Shostakovich, was a pillar of the Soviet
school of composition. He was the first composer in his country to write music
for films with sound and the first composer to place Armenian music within an
international context. In I 940, when the concerto (originally scored for violin)
was composed and first performed, Khachaturian had barely ten years of serious
composing behind him. Born into a non-musical family in Tiflis in 1903, he did
not receive his first instrumental lesson until the age of 20. A regionalist by
inspiration, he was equally respectful of the official ideals of socialist realism,
saying of his intentions for the concerto, "I want to create a virtuoso piece
employing the symphonic principle of development and yet understandable to the
general public."
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